
Over the past thirteen years, Leadership New Mexico has identified and enhanced leadership throughout New Mexico by providing a forum for               

participants to strengthen their knowledge of challenges and opportunities facing our state.  Each year, Leadership New Mexico recognizes outstanding 

leaders from around the state who have used their leadership abilities to improve the quality of life in New Mexico.  The Distinguished Leadership Award 

recognizes an individual who has used his or her leadership abilities to improve the quality of life for New Mexico’s citizens and future generations.  The 

2009 Distinguished Leadership Award recipient, Peyton Yates, has made numerous contributions to Artesia and the state.  He is an extraordinary example 

of dynamic and inspirational leadership and has had a significant impact on critical issues within his community.  The Distinguished Alumnus Award 

recognizes a Leadership New Mexico graduate whose efforts and accomplishments have had a statewide impact.  The 2009 Distinguished Alumnus 

Award recipient, Tom Taylor, is known for his passion, devotion, service and philanthropic contributions to San Juan County and the state.  He is a true 

visionary leader who demonstrates the highest standards and utmost integrity.  We congratulate and honor Peyton and Tom for their unstinting efforts 

to make our great state a better place to live and work for all New Mexicans.
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